MRS. SMITH’S
FRESHMAN ENGLISH SYLLABUS  

This year in Freshman English the students will….

· Write

· Read

· Analyze

· Perform

· Research

Writing: The students will improve their 

· Syntax- their ability to create sentence structures into paragraphs and then into completed text.
· Style- the way they write their piece through word choice, sentence structure, tone, imagery, and/or dialogue. 
Reading:  The students will improve their comprehension of all different types of texts as well as use reading as a way to learn about themselves and the world.

Analysis:  Literature will be studied as to how authors’ use the following tools to enhance meaning: theme, plot, foreshadowing, imagery, mood, repetition, tone, perspective, conflict/resolution, irony, suspense, style, syntax, diction, symbolism, simile, and metaphor.

Performing: The students will improve their own as well as other students’ appreciation of literature by practicing, writing, and performing Reader’s Theater to at least one audience.  Performance of literature is also vital for improving the students’ reading fluency.

Researching: The students will learn to find answers to questions in any and all situations by using information in print or the web.  Becoming successful in finding information is vital in the workplace, and practicing research is important to the future success of all students.  
This year we will read…

· Short stories

· Poetry

· Plays

· Essays

· Novels

· Informational texts

This year we will write…

· Short stories

· Poetry

· Personal Essays
· Analytical Essays

· Reader’s Theater
· Communication Texts  

Major Works of Literature 
· To Kill a Mockingbird

· Of Mice and Men

· Romeo & Juliet

· Odyssey 

· Speak and You Don’t Know Me (Contemporary Novels)
	My Expectations for All Students Taking my English class.

	
	 1.
	  
	Complete all assignments.

	
	2.
	
	Be in your seat ready to work when the tardy bell rings.

	
	 3.
	  
	During discussions, respect other students' comments, opinions, and ideas.

	
	 4.
	  
	Actively participate in all class discussions, readings, and activities.

	
	 5.
	  
	Have a positive attitude.

	
	 6.
	  
	Leave the room clean and orderly.

	
	 7.
	  
	If there is a problem, talk to Mrs. Moore about it in an appropriate time, place, and manner.

	
	 8.
	  
	Bring class supplies everyday: spiral, folder, or notebook; loose leaf paper; pencil or pen


Consequences:  When a student doesn’t meet the classroom expectations, disrupts the learning community in my class or is tardy to class the following steps will happen:

1. A warning will be given.

2. 15 minutes of lunch detention will be assigned to discuss the problem with the student.

3. The parent will be contacted.

4. The student will be referred to an administrator and/or removed from the class.

Late Work:  LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR A GRADE.  If you are sick the day a major assignment is due, you need to find a way to get it to me—send it with a parent, email it, etc. or contact me for alternatives.  If you are going to be out of town, you need to discuss with me before hand the plan for getting your work to me in a timely fashion.  YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THIS POLICY.  

Cheating and Plagiarism:  A plagiarized assignment will not be accepted, and it will be given an automatic zero without the opportunity to redo.  Discipline referral to the office may follow.  This is a serious offense that ranges from copying someone’s answers on a test or homework assignment, to using someone else’s words in an essay or project without giving credit.  We will be practicing how to document sources and give credit where it is due—ask if you are unsure.

Grading:  Quizzes will be given traditional grades based on an average of points per question.  However, any writing assignment or performance assignment will be graded in the following manner:


E= 100: The work Exceeds standards and is especially creative or insightful going above and beyond in significant ways from the given requirements.


M= 85: The work Meets the standard set by the assignment and is good, basic work.


IP= 50: The work is In Progress and misses components and all the requirements are not met.


SA= 0: The work is missing a lot.  It was started, but there is so much missing that the standard is definitely not being met.
The semester grade is the cumulative average of your work for both quarters (it is not the two quarters averaged together.)

